The Rural Development
Programme for England (RDPE)

The European Agricultural The funding is being made available through the Rural Development
Fund for Rural Development: Programme for England, which is jointly funded by Defra and the European
Europe investing in rural areas. Union, and is managed by One NorthEast in North East England.




INTRODUCTION

The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) is a product of the reform
of the Common Agricultural Policy in Europe. It is part of the EU’s response to the
need to restructure the agriculture and forestry sectors within the wider rural
development context.

The Government has asked the Regional Development Agencies to deliver the
socio-economic parts of RDPE, according to the priorities set out in the Regional
Economic Strategies. This is a unique opportunity to align this funding stream
with those priorities to deliver the aspirations of the North East Regional
Economic Strategy in rural parts of the region.

This guide sets out how RDPE will be delivered by One NorthEast. It contains the
following sections:

Background to the programme
Priority themes

Delivery arrangements

Rural Business Support strand
Rural Community Support strand

Programme guidelines
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How to access RDPE

Annex — North East socio-economic measures

If you have any questions about RDPE, you should contact one of the
organisations listed in section 7 of this document. They will be able to provide
advice and guidance about how to proceed with your project idea.
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1 BACKGROUND

One NorthEast

One NorthEast was set up in April 1999 to help the people of the North East
create and sustain jobs, prosperity and a higher quality of life. Our role as a
Regional Development Agency is to transform the region through sustainable
economic development. This includes:

= supporting economic development and regeneration

= promoting business efficiency, investment and competitiveness
= creating employment

= improving the development and application of skills

= contributing to sustainable development

The Regional Economic Strategy

The Regional Economic Strategy (RES) describes what North East England needs
to do to grow the value of its economy over the next decade. Between 2006-16,
we need to:

create at least 61,000 new jobs and 18,500 new VAT-registered businesses

increase the region’s GVA*

increase the productivity of the workforce

get more people into work.

One NorthEast is directly responsible for ensuring that these targets are met,
and RDPE activity will contribute to their achievement in rural areas.

The RES will be replaced by a new, broader integrated strategy in 2011 —
Strategy North East.

1 Gross Value Added (GVA) is the measure used to quantify the contribution each sector, industry
or producer makes to the economy, and when added, the total value of economic activity in
the region. In simple terms, GVA is the value of the goods or services as they leave the region,
minus the cost of inputs used to produce them.
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The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE)

The RDPE is a seven-year programme (2007-2013) jointly funded by the EU
and national Government. It aims to support and promote sustainable farming,
forestry and food sectors, and also to bring wider benefits for the economy,
the environment and rural communities.

The RDPE replaces the England Rural Development Programme (ERDP) which

ran from 2000-2006. It is based on a new EU Rural Development Regulation
(Council Regulation 1698/2005). The programme was approved by the European
Commission in December 2007.

The new EU Regulation has three objectives, which it calls Axes:

Axis 1
Improving the competitiveness of the farming and forestry sectors
(approx. 10% of the national budget)

AXis 2

Improving the environment and countryside (approx. 80% of the national
budget — mostly to be invested in national schemes such as Environmental
Stewardship and English Woodland Grant Scheme)

Axis 3
Improving the quality of life in rural areas and promoting diversification
of the rural economy (approx. 10% of the national budget)

The EU rules also say that at least 5% of the overall budget must be channelled
through LEADER, a community-led approach to rural development (see section 5
for further information).

The Government has asked Regional Development Agencies to manage Axes 1

and 3 and the LEADER approach, because those aims are so closely aligned with
our remit for promoting sustainable economic growth.
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Natural England and the Forestry Commission are managing the environmental
elements of the programme, namely Axis 2. In the North East, all three
organisations are working closely together so that the different elements of the
Programme are co-ordinated and complementary.

Governance

The development and delivery of the programme in the North East is overseen by a
Programme Delivery Group made up of senior representatives from One NorthEast,
Natural England, the Forestry Commission, and Government Office for the North
East. This group is responsible for ensuring that the programme’s investments
align both its socio-economic and environmental aims wherever possible.

As delivery bodies, One NorthEast, Natural England and the Forestry Commission

are responsible for reporting to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs on the programme’s progress and achievement.
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2 NORTH EAST RDPE PRIORITIES

The North East Regional Implementation Plan produced by One NorthEast, Natural
England, the Forestry Commission, Government Office North East and other partners,
sets out the broad strategy and overall priorities for investment in the region. You

can see the North East Implementation Plan at www.rdpenortheast.co.uk.

The plan sets out six priority themes, which indicate the areas in which funds will
be spent:

= micro-enterprise development
= bioenergy

= sustainable farming and forestry
= natural and cultural assets

= sustainable communities

« tourism and recreation.

These themes were developed from a significant body of evidence and in
consultation with partners and stakeholders across the region.

Working with partners, One NorthEast has developed a number of investment
activities to deliver these themes. The diagram below shows how they correspond.

Natural England and the Forestry Commission are responsible for delivering the
theme dealing with Natural and Cultural Assets, in line with their remit for
enhancing and protecting the natural environment. However, One NorthEast will
promote investments that integrate economic, social and environmental aims
wherever possible, and we will work closely with Natural England and the Forestry
Commission to do this.
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One NorthEast Investment Activities

Rural Business Support

Rural Community

Support
Priority Micro- Collaborative Rural Land- Bioenergy New Sustainable
Themes enterprise processing business based supply LEADER communities
develop- and support skills chain
ment marketing infra- develop-
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enterprise [ [ [ [ [ [ [
Bioenergy ([ [ [ [ L L [
Sustainable
Farming and
Forestry o o [ o L L L
Tourism and
Recreation @ [ [ [
Sustainable
Communities ® [ o [ [
Natural and
Cultural
Assets U] L] [] L] L] [ L]
Key

® = where an investment activity is directly delivering against a priority theme

| = where investment will be encouraged to deliver environmental objectives
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3 DELIVERY ARRANGEMENTS

One NorthEast is responsible for the delivery of the socio-economic elements

of RDPE in the North East. It will be delivered through existing funding streams
and delivery mechanisms. RDPE funds will therefore be used to deliver activity
rather than create new delivery mechanisms. It also means that, where eligible,
businesses and communities can take advantage of non-RDPE funds also available
through these routes. This will maximise the impact of the programme.

RDPE will be available through two main strands of support:

< The Rural Business Support strand will be delivered at regional level by
One NorthEast in collaboration with Business Link North East.

e The Rural Community Support strand will be delivered and managed
at sub-regional level by the Sub-Regional Partnerships.

There will be a number of activities within each strand. All the activities are
underpinned by a set of European delivery rules (see the Annex for further details).
This determines who benefits, how much funding they can receive and what
activities can be supported. These rules mean that all proposals supported
under RDPE will need to find non-public sector contributions of at least
30% of the total project cost. Further details on each of the activities are set
out in the next section.

One NorthEast has restructured its teams to ensure that this programme is

delivered effectively, in line with EU requirements. The diagram below shows
where responsibilities for each function sit within the Agency.
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One NorthEast delivery structure

STRATEGY DIRECTORATE
Overall management and

oversight of RDPE

RESOURCES DIRECTORATE
Ensuring that the programme
complies with EU rules
and regulations

SRPS
Managing New LEADER;
developing and delivering
Rural Community Support

Local Action Groups
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DELIVERY DIRECTORATE
Developing and overseeing
the Business Support

aspects of RDPE

Various delivery bodies
e.g. Business Link




4 RURAL BUSINESS SUPPORT

The aim of this strand of the programme is to increase the competitiveness and
productivity of all businesses in the rural economy. It will deliver approximately
£4m in 2008/9 to support a number of individual and collaborative business
support activities designed to achieve this, including:

= creating and growing micro-businesses, including support for farms wishing
to diversify

= supporting collaborative processing and marketing facilities for land-based products

= increasing the demand for and provision of skills development in the land-
based sector

= streamlining specialist business support for the food, farming and forestry sector

= developing the bioenergy supply chain.

If you have any queries relating to the Rural Business Support Programme, the
main point of access for all information is Business Link North East. Contact
details are available in section 7.

A Micro-Business Development Fund (E1m 2008/9)

This fund is now live and available via Business Link North East. See section 7 for
contact details.

The fund aims to support the creation and development of rural micro-enterprises
(businesses with 10 or fewer employees), with a view to:

= generating high-quality employment opportunities in rural areas

= increasing the GVA, turnover and productivity of micro-businesses in the rural
economy

= creating a greater diversity of businesses in rural areas
= improving the economic prosperity of farms

= engaging greater numbers of rural businesses with mainstream business support
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Specifically, RDPE will support:

= Business start-ups

= Business growth, as defined by
— increased turnover
— job creation
— improved productivity
— application of new technologies
— creation of new markets
— social enterprise creation and development
— diversification of farm businesses
— regeneration of rural estates.

The types of activity that will be supported include:
= grant aid towards the cost of capital investment
= start-up revenue costs

= market research and feasibility studies, where these are linked to the
investment to be made

= marketing support, product development, branding and design costs

= technical support to help new businesses become established and to help
existing businesses to consolidate and expand.

RDPE grant funding will be available to individual businesses, or organisations with
a trading arm, up to a maximum of £10,000. This funding is available as either
capital, revenue or both but the capital element will not exceed £5k. All businesses
will be expected to contribute 50% of the project costs from non-public sources.

Priorities for the micro-business development fund are businesses operating in
the following sectors: tourism and recreation; agriculture; forestry; bioenergy;
food and drink; and knowledge-based businesses.

Funding will be delivered through the North East England Investment Centre
(NEEIC). All businesses seeking access to the fund will be required to undergo
a full business appraisal prior to grant approval.

This activity will deliver against measures 311, 312 (see Annex for further details).

www.rdpenortheast.co.uk 11



B Collaborative Processing and Marketing Fund (CPMF) (£1m 2008/9)

This fund will be available to businesses from September 2008 via Business Link
North East. See section 7 for contact details.

This activity will build on the achievements of the Processing and Marketing Grant
that was available under the previous ERDP programme. RDPE will invest
specifically in collaborative processing and marketing facilities that transform
the supply chain and add significant value to agricultural and forestry products.

The fund will operate alongside the national Selective Finance for Investment (SFI)
programme, which is designed to support investment projects that lead to long-
term improvements in productivity, skills and employment.

Projects funded will need to demonstrate significant regional benefits. These include:

= multiple job creation or significant numbers of jobs safeguarded

enhanced GVA

= increased turnover of collaborating businesses
= measurable impact on the supply chain

= creation of new markets

= application of new technologies or innovations
= positive impact on the supply chain

e value added or maintained.

Financial support is available to agriculture and forestry-based businesses of all
sizes within North East England, regardless of geographic location.

Proposals must be seeking a minimum of £100,000 investment through RDPE.
Applicants will be expected to source non-public finance for at least 60% of the
project costs, although this rate will vary depending on the size of the business
and the nature of the project. For further information, see the programme
guidelines in section 6.

This programme will deliver against measures 123 and 122 (see Annex for full
details).
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C Rural Business Support Infrastructure (E800k 2008/9)

This activity will be rolled out from August 2008. Businesses will not be able to
access this funding directly.

RDPE will be used to commission specific actions to streamline specialist business
support to the food, farming and forestry sectors. There is currently a plethora of
support available to the sector, from a range of different sources. This can lead to
confusion and disengagement for businesses, and is a less effective way to
maximise the opportunities available to them.

This activity will build on the investment already made through Business Link
North East which tailors mainstream business support provision so that it meets
the needs of the land-based sector. It will lead to a specialist rural support
infrastructure that is fully integrated within the regional service.

Businesses will benefit from a more customer-focused service that is able to
provide a high-quality response to business needs. It will improve customer access
to specialist business support and reduce duplication of activity.

Priorities for 2008/9 are reviewing specialist business support to the red meat
and organics sector. £800k will be invested in this activity in this financial year.

This activity will deliver against measures 111, 114, 121, 123, 124, 125
(see Annex for full details).

D Land-Based Skills Programme (£600k 2008/9)

This programme will be rolled out from September 2008 onwards via Business
Link North East. See section 7 for contact details.

The aim of this programme is to improve the profitability, competitiveness
and sustainability of the businesses in the land-based sector by stimulating
the demand for business skills amongst employers and addressing skills gaps
through a programme of sector-specific training and skills development.
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The programme will be targeted at operators in the livestock, arable and forestry
sectors. It will focus on a range of skills development needs identified by industry
stakeholders and sector skills experts. These are:

= practical and technical skills

= animal health and welfare

= resource management

e primary processing

= marketing and promotion

= communication

e support services

= creating supply chain efficiencies

= management and leadership

This programme will be commissioned by One NorthEast and managed by
LANTRA, the sector skills agency for the environmental and land-based sector. For
further information on LANTRA, please visit http://www.lantra.co.uk/.

LANTRA will be responsible for managing the marketing of this activity to promote
the need for skills development in rural businesses. LANTRA will also develop

the training programme and sub-contract delivery of each element to training
providers with experience of working with the land-based sector. LANTRA will
work closely with Learning and Skills Council and Business Link North East to
ensure that the skills development provided under this programme is
complementary to other mainstream provision.

Businesses will usually be required to contribute non-public funds to the overall
cost of the training programme, but this will vary depending on the cost of
provision, benefit to the business etc.

Details of all forthcoming courses and events will be published on
www.rdpenortheast.co.uk and will also be available through Business Link North
East. All businesses undergoing the business appraisal will automatically be
signposted to relevant programmes.

This activity will deliver against measure 111 (for further details see the Annex).
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E Bioenergy Supply Chain Development (E600k 2008/9)

The programme will be rolled out in July 2008. It is open to all farmers and
forestry businesses across the region.

The aim of this programme is to invest in the capacity of the region’s bioenergy
supply chains to ensure that they are able to compete to meet the rising demand
for bioenergy products, particularly biomass.

The programme provides diversification opportunities for farmers and forestry
businesses and will also contribute towards achieving the region’s renewable
energy and climate change objectives.

RDPE will invest to:

= purchase or develop essential equipment for collaborative use where there
is market failure

= provide support and training to businesses to maximise the benefits of the
investment and to enhance competitiveness

= raise standards across the supply chain.

This programme will be delivered by Rural Development Initiatives (RDI) on behalf
of One NorthEast. RDI will work primarily, but not exclusively, with the relevant
producer groups in the bioenergy sector to identify specific equipment
requirements and maximum collaborative benefit. RDI will also be responsible for
providing support, training and quality assurance in relation to the capital
investment. Further information on RDI is available at
www.ruraldevelopment.org.uk

The first point of contact for information on this programme will be via Business
Link North East. Contact details are available in section 7.

This activity will deliver against measures 111, 123, 124, 125, 312 and 331.
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5 RURAL COMMUNITY SUPPORT

The aim of this strand of the programme is to support rural communities to
take an active role in their economic development. It will deliver £3m annually,
through two principle activities:

= |ocally-tailored delivery of the six North East England RDPE priorities in
designated geographic areas (New LEADER)

= support for projects that develop vital business and community assets
(Sustainable Communities)

These activities will be managed at sub-regional level by Northumberland Strategic
Partnership in Northumberland and County Durham Economic Partnership in
Durham and Tees Valley. Contact details are available in section 7.

A New LEADER

The LEADER approach to rural development is an important innovation in the
new Rural Development Programme. Although it has operated in the past as an
EU-wide discretionary rural development programme, it has now been embedded
within the Rural Development Programme. It is seen as a way of tailoring part of
the delivery of the programme so that it meets the needs of under-performing or
socially disadvantaged areas.

Delivery of RDPE through the new LEADER approach will see local partnerships —
Local Action Groups or LAGs — in specific geographic areas each developing and
delivering projects against a Local Development Strategy which reflects key RDPE
themes.

In the North East, RDPE will be delivered through four Local Action Groups.
These groups, and the areas they will serve, were selected by a regional panel
of stakeholders and experts in May 2008. Each group has produced a local
development strategy which sets out the priorities, and action to tackle them,
in each area.
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The LAGs will be responsible for developing projects that deliver the local

development strategies, and each LAG will receive funding to enable it to do so.

Further detailed information on New LEADER is available at www.rdpenortheast.co.uk.
If you or your business is located in one of these areas, and you would like to
get involved or find out how LEADER can help you, the contact details of the
organisations currently involved in co-ordinating the LAGs are available in section 7.

B Sustainable Communities

This activity will be co-ordinated across the rural areas of the North East by the
Sub-Regional Partnerships in summer 2008. See section 7 for contact details.

For projects with non-public sector match funding of at least 30%, capital

and revenue funding will be available for business and community asset
development. All developments should make a significant contribution to the
social and economic future of its locality.

This activity will fund only the highest quality projects. All proposals must fit
with the following requirements:

= funding is targeted at rural micro-business; farmers diversifying; tourism
projects®; rural estates and rural communities

= RDPE grants will be available up to a maximum of €200,000 per business,
organisation or community over a period of three fiscal years*

= projects yielding an economic return will receive funding at a grant rate
between 30-50%

= projects will need to demonstrate wider benefit in terms of jobs created or
safeguarded; economic growth; sustainability; benefit to other businesses;
and improving access to additional community services.

3 All tourism projects must fit with the relevant sub-regional Area Tourism Management Plan.
Contact Business Link or the Sub-Regional Partnership for more information.

4 €200,000 is the maximum any business can receive in total in public sector grant aid over
a three-year period.
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For community-based projects:

communities and social enterprises will be able to secure funding up to 70%
for projects meeting the relevant criteria

projects will need to demonstrate that RDPE funds will make a contribution
towards the economic and social viability of the area

capital funding towards community facilities will need to demonstrate that
the investment provides additional rural services and usage

eligible costs include: small-scale capital costs; community capacity building
activity; facilitation; the costs of setting up new services.

Examples of activities unlikely to receive support include liveries; bed and breakfast
and self-catering holiday accommodation; DDA® renovations on community buildings.

Proposals will be assessed on:

need for public funding

established need: projects will not be funded if they directly compete with
existing initiatives or businesses

value for money
economic impact
viability of the project after the funding is finished

whether they provide an outcome which would not otherwise be achieved,
or which could not be funded from another source

alignment with priorities in the Regional Economic Strategy and RDPE

alignment with local development strategies, particularly in LEADER areas.

This activity will deliver against measures 321, 331, 313, 312, 311.

5 Disability Discrimination Act.
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6 PROGRAMME GUIDELINES

Measures, eligibility and state aids

It is important to note that the scope of the programme is shaped, and in some
cases limited, by the guidelines set by the EU which are known as measures.
These determine who and what is eligible for funding, as well as the intervention
rates, i.e. the % contribution that RDPE is able to make to the full cost of the
project. A full list of measures applicable to the North East programme delivered
by One NorthEast is set out in the Annex.

Under EU rules, grant rates vary depending on the type and size of project or
organisation. As a general rule, investments generating a direct financial benefit
to businesses are likely to attract grants no higher than 50%. For community-
based projects this can increase to 70%. This means that all proposals will
require non-public sector contributions of at least 30% of the total
project cost.

Investments will also be limited by EU State Aid rules, which control how much
public funding can be given to businesses. Investments that do not provide direct
financial benefit to businesses may sometimes qualify for higher rates of grant.
Some of the activity commissioned under the Quality of Place strand is likely to
benefit from higher grant rates, for example.

With the exception of funding delivered through the New LEADER approach®,
the match funding element of the project i.e. the % of project costs not granted
by RDPE, must be sourced from non-public funds. Public funding such as Central
or Local Government funds, including National Lottery funding, cannot be used
to make up the gap.

Further, more detailed information on the measures and state aid rules relating
to RDPE can be found at http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/rdpe/index.htm.

6 The European Commission has allowed a greater measure of flexibility in matching LEADER RDPE
so that LAGs are able to concentrate resources on project development rather than fund-raising.
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Information supporting applications

There are a number of general points all applicants should bear in mind.
Proposals should:

= be relevant to the themes outlined in both the Regional Economic Strategy
(http://www.onenortheast.co.uk/page/res.cfm) and the North East
Implementation Plan (www.rdpenortheast.co.uk)

< have clear objectives
= represent good value for money

= come from businesses, organisations or individuals that can demonstrate the
ability to manage projects effectively

= provide an outcome which would not otherwise be achieved, or which could
not be funded from another source

= be clear about how the project will continue, if necessary, after the funding
is finished

= deliver the environmental objectives of RDPE wherever possible.

Collaboration

Collaboration between businesses, communities, partnerships and individuals for
the wider benefit of a community or sector is a strong theme throughout RDPE.

The extent to which the project is collaborative will be a key criteria in assessing
proposals for some activities. You are strongly advised to consider whether
collaboration would enhance your proposal. If you are not sure or would like to
discuss it further, contact any of the organisations listed as access points in Section 7.

Budgets

One NorthEast will manage a total RDPE budget of £47m over the life of the
programme. This equates to approximately £7m per annum. Within that figure,
£4m will fund rural business support activities and £3m will be available for
community support activities. The funding is further broken down for each
programme activity (see sections 4 and 5 for this information).

www.rdpenortheast.co.uk 21



These figures are indicative. The Government has not yet confirmed the budget

for future years, due to possible fluctuations in the exchange rate, however this

should not restrict the length of any projects. This document will be updated on
an annual basis with new budgetary and programme information.

EU Compliance

Applicants must be eligible to apply for an RDPE grant in accordance with
Rural Development Regulations and must comply with stringent EU regulatory
requirements on:

= eligibility

= match funding

= record keeping

= financial and output monitoring and reporting requirements
= EU information and publicity requirements

= tendering and procurement rules

e state aid

Applicants must not enter into any commitments (e.g. with suppliers or contractors)
before funding has been approved under RDPE. If contracts are already in place
when at application stage, or at any stage before approval, we are required by
EU law to assume that applicants have secured funding from elsewhere.

Applicants should be aware that all projects will be subject to periodic health
checks, monitoring and verification visits.

Demarcation between European funds

It is critical that there is no overlap between what is funded under RDPE and
other European funds, including the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), the European Social Fund (ESF) and the European Fisheries Fund (EFF).

As the Managing Authority for ERDF in the North East of England, One NorthEast
will be responsible for ensuring demarcation between ERDF and RDPE in the
region. Further details on the areas affected by demarcation are available in the
North East Implementation Plan at www.rdpenortheast.co.uk.
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7 HOW DO | ACCESS RDPE?

All proposals will be dealt with at one of three access points:
= Business Link North East
= Sub-Regional Partnerships

e LEADER Local Action Groups.

One NorthEast is no longer accepting expressions of interest directly.

All of the contacts above are familiar with the programme delivery arrangements
and will be able to signpost you to the correct contact.

Business Link North East

If you are a business, or an organisation with a trading arm, in North East
England and you are either based in a rural area or you are part of the land-based
sector supply chain in the North East, you should contact Business Link North East.

One NorthEast has invested significant funding to ensure that Business Link North
East is able to tailor its service to the needs of rural businesses. We are working
with Business Link to ensure that all staff, from the helpdesk to the advisors, have
a basic understanding of the issues facing rural businesses. We have also ensured
that a number of advisors have real expertise in dealing with these issues.

We would encourage all businesses to use Business Link as their first point of
contact. Business Link can help by:

= providing independent and impartial information and support

= working with you to identify and select providers of services, mainstream and
specialist, to help you to achieve your goals

= determining your eligibility and suitability for RDPE or a wide range of other funding.

Contact details: Tel: 0845 600 9006 www.businesslinknortheast.co.uk
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Sub-Regional Partnerships

If you are not a business, and you do not have a trading arm, you should contact
the Sub-Regional Partnership (SRP) responsible for your geographic area. The SRPs
are responsible for leading the economic development of their sub-regions, and
developing and implementing sub-regional Community Strategies.

There are significant rural areas in three of the North East’s four sub-regions. For
the purposes of RDPE, Northumberland Strategic Partnership will act as the first
point of contact for community-based projects in Northumberland, and County
Durham Economic Partnership will cover the Durham and Tees Valley sub-regions.

Contact details:

Northumberland Strategic Partnership — Sue Bevan
9 Telford Court

Morpeth

Northumberland

NE61 2DB

Tel: 01670 500359

Fax: 01670 518448

E-mail: sjbevan@nsp.org.uk

WWW.Nsp.org.uk

County Durham Economic Partnership — Catherine Pearson
County Hall

Durham

DH1 5UQ

Tel: 0191 383 4634

Fax: 0191 383 3657

E-mail: Catherine.pearson@durham.gov.uk
www.countydurhampartnership.co.uk
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LEADER Local Action Groups

If you are in a LEADER area (see map in section 5), whether or not you are
a business, your project may fit with the relevant local development strategy.
If it does, it may be eligible for funding through the Local Action Group.

The LEADER areas have only recently been agreed and the partnerships leading
the delivery of RDPE will currently be putting in place delivery arrangements,
including project officers. In the meantime, the contact details of the people
co-ordinating the partnerships in each area are set out below.

Northumberland Coast and Lowlands
Mel Nicholls

Northumberland Coast AONB Partnership
Tel: 01670 534088

Email: MNicholls@northumberland.gov.uk

Northumberland Uplands

Stuart Evans

Northumberland National Park Authority
Tel: 01434 611527

Email: nuleader@nnpa.org.uk

East Durham

Jo Laverick or Russell Hayward

Durham Rural Community Council

Tel: 01207 529 621

Email: Joanna.laverick@durhamrcc.org.uk or Russell.hayward@durhamrcc.org.uk

North Pennine Dales

Shaun Stuart

Enterprise House, Harmire Enterprise Park

Barnard Castle, Co. Durham DL12 8XT

Tel: 01833 696600 Email: shaun@theenterpriseagency.co.uk
OR

Peter Samsom

North Pennines AONB Partnership

Tel: 01388 528801 Email: peter@northpenninesaonb.org.uk

www.rdpenortheast.co.uk 25



North Yorkshire Moors, Coast and Hills
Peter Barfoot

North York Moors National Park Authority

Tel: 01439 770657

Email: p.barfoot@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk

AXIS 2 FUNDING

For more information and advice on Axis 2 funding and how to access it,
please contact:

Natural England

Tel: 0845 600 3978 (local rate)

E-mail: enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk
www.naturalengland.co.uk

Forestry Commission

NE England Region

Tel: 01669 621591

E-mail: fc.nn@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
www.forestry.gov.uk/northeastengland

www.rdpenortheast.co.uk
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ANNEX — NORTH EAST RDPE SOCIO-ECONOMIC
MEASURES (AXIS 1 and 3)

Code Measure

Rationale

Target

R IMEES

Example activities

111 Vocational Workforce Agriculture,  Courses; seminars;
training and development to food and interactive courses;
knowledge improve forestry demonstration
transfer competitiveness and | sectors projects

productivity

114  Advice and Improving processes, @ Forestry Advice on quality
guidance standards, best businesses standards and

practice sustainable forest
management practices

121 Farm Improving Farmers Purchase or lease of new
modernisation | productivity machinery and equipment;

costs linked to patent
rights and licences

122 Increasing Creating new market  Private Investment in
the economic  opportunities, forestry harvesting equipment
value of forests ' diversifying businesses
production

123 Adding value | Improving processing @ SMEs and Processing and marketing
to agriculture  and marketing, micro- new or existing products
and forestry introducing new enterprises | or processes; purchasing
products technologies, new equipment

creating new market
opportunities

124 Co-operating | Enhance Producer Collaboration on design,
to develop competitiveness and | groups, product development
new products, create new market processors and testing
processes and  opportunities
technologies

125 Improving Enhancing Not Energy supply
agricultural competitiveness specified
and forestry
infrastructure
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Code Measure

Rationale

Target
Beneficiaries

Example activities

311 Farm Encourage growth, Farm Service, craft and trade
diversification = employment and households  activities
maintain or increase
farm income
312 Business Creating Micro- Business development;
creation and | employment enterprises, | start-up support
development entrepreneurs
313 Tourism Creating Rural Small scale
employment individuals, | infrastructure;
businesses tourism marketing;
and access infrastructure
communities
321 Basic services | Improve conditions Rural Childcare; leisure, sport
for business and rural | businesses and cultural activities;
life; halting economic and transport services,
and social decline communities community internet
facilities
331 Training and  To facilitate the Economic ICT training; start-up
support to other measures actors in coaching; traditional
facilitate rural areas rural skills; management
economic training to aid farm
activity diversification
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